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CHAPTER XI.

edly an indication of the law-abiding disposition of the
people of this country, they are probably too small.
Assuming, in the absence of information to the contrary,
that all those charged with indictable offences were com-
mitted for trial, the proportion per 1,000 of the population
would be 1'14, while of those convicted after commitment the
proportion was 0°73. It is highly probable that these figures
are far more nearly correct than those relating to summary
convictions. Commitments for trial in 1885 in the Austra-
lasian  Colonies varted from 252 per 1,000 in Western
Australia to 58 in Tasmania, and convictions after commit-
ment from 149 to ‘23 in the same colonies, while in the
same year in England the respective proportions were *49
and 38, in Scotland 64 and ‘50, and in Ireland '57 and -31.

592. The following table gives the number of convictions
for indictable offences and the number of summary convic-
tions in each Province in 1886, according to the returns :—
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